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write an introduction to law which shall enlighten the lay reader as 
to the beauty and interest of its problems, ' ' and to discuss the ques- 
tion of codification. The first is made subsidiary to the second, 
introducing the layman to a knowledge of the form of the law and 
the workings of the courts in its application. Mr. Clarke takes strong 
ground against codification. The arguments for and against are 
reviewed and the question made distinct and clear. This method 
of illustrating the working of the systems of Case and Code Law, by 
applying their methods to the solution of the question of a contract 
in restraint of trade, is ingenious and convincing. 

A Treatise on the Military Law of the United States. By Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel George B. Davis, Deputy Judge-Advocate General, 
U. S. A. Cloth, pages xii, 716. John Wiley & Sons, New York, 
1898. 

This treatise of Judge-Advocate Davis on Military Law as it exists 
in this country, is timely in its information and rules of court martial 
and the general characteristics of military procedure. The law 
student will find much in the book which is only the statement of 
common law and w ill find some difficulty in finding just what are the 
differences between the military and the common law. It will be 
very valuable for laymen who have no knowledge of the law and 
wish to know military procedure. 

The Memoirs of Chancellor Kent. By William Kent. Cloth, 
pages viii, 341. Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 1898. 

This life of the illustrious Chancellor is valuable and entertain- 
ing without pretending to be a great biography. It lacks the 
essential quality of such a book — that of being stimulating. But 
the letters have been very carefully selected and arranged, so that 
we get not only a clear impression of the man, but the best under- 
standing possible of the important events in which he was an actor or 
which presented themselves during his lifetime. 

In that day when newspapers were young and mails slow, the 
letters of public men were both the means of information and the 
vehicle of discussion and criticism of public matters, so that from 
them we learn the history of their time in the best manner. It is not 
strange that letters of that day should have been admirable, with so 
much care put upon them, and by many men, who, if not very 
illustrious in anything else, certainly wrote excellent letters. Chan- 
cellor Kent's letters are models of terse and clear expression. In his 
young days he had that tendency to a florid style which caused Web- 
ster so much trouble, but which was overcome by maturity. A valu- 
able portion of the book is the letter on Hamilton written by Kent to 
Mr. Hamilton. 

Introduction to the Study of Law. By Edwin H. Woodruff of the 
Cornell University College of Law. Cloth, pages 89. Baker, Voorhis 
& Company, New York, 1898. 



